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Crime comes in many forms and the word criminal does not acknowledge ethnicity or gender. Therefore societies perspective and definition of crime may vary from location, in the society we live in today, the mass media is constantly portraying criminals and the crime he or she commits. According to the text Crime and Society for this class, there has been several issues concerning to the criminal justice system one fine example is the current issue of over populated prisons, women in the system, racial disparity, etc. Although the myths and reality of crime among our criminal justice might be difficult to distinguish, but as a society we need to be able to identify what is a crime and what is not. Majority of civilians would define crime as a stealing or murder especially when people of lower socioeconomics come into play, these two offenses do qualify as criminal acts and breaking the law however how about individuals of wealth stealing from people or covering up crimes to ensure they never get caught. Crime of the powerful often referred to as white-collar, state, or corporate crimes are usually not recognized in the eyes of civilians. 
The definition of crime is commonly contemplated as illegal activity or an action that violates the law therefore allows the individual to be punished by the courts. Society adheres several different types of crime on a daily basis through newspapers, online, through their cell phones, etc. Many of these crimes that are broadcast are often crimes that relate to assault, murder, robbery, rape, etc. Because we will in society with several different cultures and aspects many of these social groups will have their own expectations of rules that will be considered crime.
According to the Crimes of the Powerful (2010), “crime is something caused mainly by social deprivation. People are driven to crime by relative poverty or lack of opportunity, or a gap between their aspirations and their reality.” Much of the crime publicized in today’s civilization is commonly referred to as street crimes; this would ignore the bigger issues of white collar, state, or corporate crimes. After watching the video Crimes of the powerful, it has been stated the wealth and those of higher status have more authority of: injuring more people, stealing from people, and killing people. The video explains and defines three criminological theories among crimes of the powerful these are: white-collar crime, corporate crime, and state crime. 
	To be blunt, I cannot write this paper on writing assumptions as to what people think but I also can’t imagine asking several individuals to describe a criminal. So I asked a few people to describe a criminal, everyone has their opinions and justifications to describe a criminal from their perspectives. I asked the question to a few individuals whom were grocery shopping at a local market, upon asking the question I notice some of them would begin with a notion of hmmm and often took a while to respond. The first individual I asked to describe a criminal responded “Anybody can be a criminal doesn’t matter the skin color or how many tattoos they have.” The second person I asked stated “Criminal to me is the and damage from one human to another with the “intent” to cause emotional and physical damage. Without the remorse for the victim but fully knowing that your actions have consequences and have harmful and damaging affects for instance like pulling the trigger, he or she will be hurt or might die.” The third person believed “Acts on physical, emotional, mentally, or sexual violence against another individual makes up the significances of a criminal, another perspective on behalf of criminals are the wealthy who money laundering, embezzle, and extortion often.” The fourth person I questioned implied, “criminals are committed by people who are living in poverty, and they steal, selling or do drugs, and lack having or keeping a job.”
Individuals in today civilization view criminals differently, some state that criminals should not be portrayed due to their race, sex, or the tattoos he or she has therefore majority crime were referred to street crime. Street crime can be violent or non-violent crime taken place in public, these street crimes can fall in the categories of crimes against person, crimes against property, or drug crimes. Crimes against persons can be inflicting harm on others such as battery, homicide, domestic violence, sexual assault, etc. Crimes against property can result in damage and theft to ones property it can vary from arson, shoplifting, vandalism, burglary, etc. Drug crimes are selling, manufacturing, or possession of illegal drugs often reflected among the young, male, under privilege, etc. Majority of society perceives criminals as street crimes due to the high volume of crime broadcasted in news/newspaper, etc.  One particular individual had incorporated criminals activities among the wealth, according to the Crimes of the Powerful (2010), “a great deal of crime is committed by people with wealth, status, and power.” Individuals of the wealth and powerful shouldn’t not be overlooked and by passed. 
“For measuring the overall criminal-justice system, these two data points are apples and oranges. The point is simply that anyone who believes that the serious corporate offender is routinely allowed to carry on with life after criminal conviction, whereas prison life is reserved for the drug dealer and violent criminal, is under a misapprehension (Buell, 2014, pg.16).
According to Buell, street crimes and corporate crimes are different in the eyes of the law and courts, and prisons are only subjected to street criminals. One common misconception on crime is society often believes physically hurting, damaging property, or killing someone, etc. are the only forms that are consider criminal acts. However, people who are in corporate, state, or referred to as white-collars 




As we learn in the video, Crimes of the Powerful, our justice system tends to focus on street crime, often ignoring much more significant problems such as white-collar, corporate, and state crime. 
a. Imagine asking 100 strangers to describe a criminal. Predict whether those descriptions would be likely to focus on street criminals, or the variety of topics covered in this video.
b. Describe how society defines crime. Do not provide a definition – instead, explain how the definition is reached.
c. Discuss how society decides what to define as a crime.
d. Present a clear statement about a particular crime, something we know to be absolutely true. Illustrate how we know that this is an accurate statement.
e. Present an example of a widely held myth or misconception about crime and society. Determine how we know that this is a myth. Explain why this myth is so difficult to abandon. 
Having trouble with the ones in the green.
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